Mammal Outside Activity
Animal Tracks

Many mammals are big, but we still struggle to see them in the wild because they are excellent
at being sneaky. Instead of trying to look for the animal itself, we can look for signs that the
animal has been visiting our yard. Sometimes they leave feathers, fur, or even...poop! Most of
the time, they will leave nothing but footprints, or tracks. We can look for these tracks and
identify what animals are around!

In this activity, you will learn what the tracks of different mammals look like and have a chance
to see if they have been visiting your backyard.

Materials:

e Chalk or paper and markers
e Ruler
e Magnifying glass (optional)

Directions:

e Look at the animal tracks included here. See if you can point out different features of
each one. How many toes are there? Do they have claws? Do they have paws or
hooves? How big are they?

e See if you can draw the tracks on your driveway with chalk or on a piece of paper. They
don’t have to be perfect!

e Take turns drawing tracks and see if another person can guess what animal made the
track you drew.

e Head out into your backyard and walk very carefully. Look for tracks in the mud and dirt!
If you have a magnifying glass, bring it along. It could help you identify different tracks.

e Take picture of what you find to compare to the tracks you have been drawing. Who has
been visiting your yard?
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